The Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture

Schedule of meetings 2013-2014

  Meetings are from September through June, usually on the first Thursday of the month, with12:15 pm luncheons at the Union League, 140 South Broad Street, Center City Philadelphia. A guest speaker addresses a timely agricultural/animal/marketing topic following lunch. Then there is often a lively Q & A session.

   In addition to the luncheon, the society conducts field trips to other farms or other sites of substantial interest to the members.

Utlize our website – www.pspaonline.com
 Visit the Society's website for up-to-date information about upcomming meetings, field trips, background on speakers, and listings of Society officers and committees.  The website will publish a summery of each speaker's presentation and if available, a complete audio-visual recording of each talk.

  The website also provides access to the history of our 226 year old Society and the PSPA Library and Art collection at the University of Pennsylvania. A hardcover historical update on the Society has been published and is available from the Society. Interested non-members are invited to visit our website and learn more about the Society's history and its ongoing objectives and activities.

September 12, 2013

“Other Inconvenient Truths – The Agricultural, Water, and Energy Nexus”

Dr Alan F. Rozich, founder and Chairman of BioConversion Solutions, LLC is a world-renowned expert on biological processes with over 30 years experience. He has written and published over 80 technical papers on the subject. A problematic sustainability nexus is emerging that consists of agriculture, water, and energy. Organized agriculture is inexorably interlinked with availability of land water, fertilizer, and the need for energy.

October 3, 2013

“Agriculture in The Classroom”

Karen Oriemann & Jann DeChristopher from Lehigh Christian Academy of Allentown,PA will explain how they promote awareness and appreciation of agriculture to their students. Learning about agriculture through field trips, activities, and teaching it across the curriculum in subjects like music and art, gym, mathematics, foreign languages, health and of course, science and social studies, helps students gain knowledge in a meaningful and exciting way.

November 7, 2013

“Veterans Transition to Agriculture”

Dennis Riling, Coordinator of Delaware Valley's Veteran Organic Farming Program will discuss how the program quickly prepares returning veterans to enter careers in organic agriculture. The program helps veterans transition to civilian life by providing a calming,therapeutic environment. 

  Dennis is a Marine Corps veteran. He earned a bachelor's degree in horticulture from Delaware Valley College in 2012. Dennis currently coordinates the Delaware Valley College Organic Farming Certificate Program. The program is offered in partnership with the Rodale Institute.

December 5, 2013

“I Did What I Had to do”

Dr. James E. Diamond, a long time member with a wealth of knowledge and background in many areas

of agricultures. Jim will discuss his time in the Peace Corps and his book titled “I did what I had to do”.

Jim will also have his books available for signing and sales as well.

  Son of a beef cattle farmer Dr. Diamond had a strong urge to travel abroad to help and teach people in developing countries. This urge led Jim Diamond and his wife Betty to work and travel in 50 different countries.

January 9, 2014

“Cranberry Farming and Marketing Programs”

Stephen Lee, President of Lee Brothers Inc. Chatsworth, NJ will address the history and outlook of growing cranberries on a multi-generational family farm in New Jersey.Stephen is a 6th generation cranberry grower and works on his family's 11,800 acre cranberry and forestry operation in the Pine Barrens of Southern New Jersey. The farm markets their cranberries exclusively through the grower owned cooperative of Ocean Spray Cranberries Inc.

February 6, 2014

“Can small and mid-sized farmers find a place to thrive in the future?”

Ken Kleinpeter, Vice President of operations at the Glynwwod Center in Cold Spring, NY will talk on what he is doing at the Glynwood Center and New Paltz NY to help young farmers get started. Glenwood Farm is a non-profit foundation managing a farm of about 225 acres to train young farmers in all aspects of farming to help them get started. He is also running a program with The Open Space Institute on 500 acres in New Paltz, NY as a farm incubator program.

March 6, 2014

“The Renewable Fuel Standard: The Impact of Biofuels on Agriculture and the Consumer”

John Urbanchuk will describe the current situation and outlook regarding biofuels with specific emphasis on cellulostic ethanol, advanced biofuels and biomass biodiesel as well as an assessment of the impact of biofuels on commodity prices, farm income, and consumer food prices. John  is managing Partner of Agriculture and Biofuels Consulting.

April 3, 2014

“An Inside Look at Today's Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Industry”

Tom Stenzel, President & CEO, United Fresh Produce Association will share insights on the structure, growth opportunities and challenges facing the fruit and vegetable industry in North America. The organization is widely known for its work in government affairs, agriculture policy, supply chain management, food safety and nutrition, all working together to promote growth and profitability for the fresh produce industry.

May 1, 2014

“The Port of Philadelphia and Food Transportation”

Dominic O,Brien, the incoming President of the World Trade Association of Philadelphia and a Board Member of the District Export Council will give us a tour of both the Wholesale Food Distribution Center and the Port of Philadelphia. He will highlite the Port's role in food transportation, focusing on facilities and services. The Delaware River Port complex is one of the largest cargo gateways in the US and handles billions of dollars in food products each year.

June 5, 2014

“The Future of Food Security in The State of Qatar”

Dr. Mohamed N. Alattiyah, minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Qatar will discuss the results of the experiment, Usage of Biotechnology Applications in Agriculture, Rehabliitation of Saline Soil.  Qatar is heavily dependant on imports to meet its domestic demand, 90% of the total food demand is currently met from external sources. Eco friendly technologies for raising crops using the non utilized marginal lands utilizing effectively the underutilized natural resources could be considered as a solution for sustainable production.

